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Arts & Entertainment

Hearts to Arts     Home is where the art is ... in new Mill City location 
By Mary Owen

With city council approval, Santiam 
Hearts to Arts plans to sublease the 
former Green Mountain Real Estate 
building on Highway 22 in Mill City. 

“SH2A is working with the city to 
finalize a sublease,” Tom Peters, the 
organization’s president, said. “As soon 
as the lease is signed, SH2A will take 
possession, hopefully by June 1.”

SH2A is a local nonprofit whose goal 
is “to preserve, present and promote the 
fine and performing arts in the Santiam 
Canyon.” Peters said the organization is 
working with the city to procure grant 
funding and hold community fundraisers 
to eventually purchase the building. 

“The Santiam Canyon would greatly 
benefit having a Canyon Arts Center that 
will be a hub for many arts- and music-
related programs and activities,” he said. 
“The organization desires a home to 
consolidate our programs and activities.”

Since support from the timber industry 

has diminished in the Santiam Canyon, 
local schools have had difficulty in 
funding art and music for students, 
looking instead to outside assistance, 
SH2A reported. 

“The Santiam Canyon is a community 
with a wide variety of talents and if 
tapped, Santiam Hearts to Arts can offer 

the community some cultural choices that 
are difficult to find in the local schools,” 
Peters said. 

The benefits of moving to a larger 
building are many, he said. 

“The Santiam Canyon Community 
Chorus currently rehearses in a small 

house donated by a generous community 
member,” he gave as an example. “When 
the chorus has all of its members present, 
it’s a pretty tight space. As we grow, the 
chorus needs larger rehearsal space. The 
former Green Mountain Real Estate 
building will fill that need.”

SH2A is also planning for a variety of 
art- and music-related classes for smaller 
groups, he said. 

“Now, a centrally located place to hold 
these classes will be available,” he added.

SH2A owns “Meet the Master,” 
a program created by professional 
art teachers that provides in-depth 
learning of the masters of art, a class 
the organization wants to offer to the 
community. And a new home also gives 
SH2A an opportunity to develop an art 
and music lending program, Peters said. 

“This program would provide the 
community with a place to borrow music, 
art books, possibly instruments,” he said. 
“A computer and printer will also be 
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